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ADVENT SUNDAY 
29th November 2020 

 

‘A journey from Darkness 
to Light’ 

 
 

 

 
 

 

THANKYOU FOR JOINING US ONLINE 
TO WORSHIP GOD 

 
WE ARE THE FAMILY OF GOD 

AT ST. ELISABETH’S, REDDISH, 
MEETING VIRTUALLY VIA FACEBOOK 

 
WE HOPE YOU FIND SOMETHING OF 

GOD IN OUR WORSHIP. 
 
 

THIS SERVICE SHEET WILL HELP YOU 
FOLLOW THE SERVICE ON 

FACEBOOK LIVE AT 10.30am. 
Go to our Facebook page 
ST ELISABETHS CHURCH 

to find us. 
 

THE SERVICE WILL COME FROM 
REV ANGIE and REV ALISON’S HOMES! 

 
PLEASE JOIN IN THE HYMNS AND 

RESPONSES WHEREVER YOU ARE 
 

THERE WILL BE NO COLLECTION! 
 

IF YOU ARE A REGULAR GIVER TO 
CHURCH THANKYOU FOR CONTINUING 

TO SUPPORT US 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A 
DONATION 

TO CHURCH, PLEASE VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE 

AND FIND THE ‘DONATE’ BUTTON 
WWW.SAINTELISABETHS.COM 

THANK YOU
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¶ The Gathering 
 

A lone voice sings “Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord”. 
 
 

Our candles are lit  
 
 

THE CEREMONY OF LIGHT  
Presider: Your word is a lantern to my feet 
Deacon:  And a light upon our path. 
Presider: Jesus Christ is the light of the 
World 
Deacon:  A light no darkness can quench. 
Presider:  Blessed are you Lord our God, for 
you have created us out of darkness to be 
children of Light.   
Deacon:  The bright light of your presence 
overcomes the darkness within us and is a 
lantern to our paths.   
Presider:  Bless these lights, that they may 
remind us of your presence among us, and 
of your love towards us.   
Deacon:  Bless us as we gather in the name 
of Jesus Christ our Light and our Lord.   
All: Amen. 
  
 

OPENING HYMN 
 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here, 

Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

   shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer- 

Our spirit by thine advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel… 

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

 

THE FIRST READING:    
From Genesis, Ch. 1 and John Ch. 1 
   

In the beginning of creation when God made 
the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 
formless void. 
Darkness covered the face of the deep, while 
a mighty wind from God swept over the face 
of the waters.  
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Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there 
was light.  
God saw that the light was good; and God 
separated the light from the darkness.  
 
When all things began, the Word already 
was. The Word dwelt with God, and what 
God was, the Word was. 
Through him all things came to be; no single 
thing was created without him. 
All that came to be was alive with his life, and 
that life was the light of the world. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has never put it out. 
 
 
 

We sing: 
 

The Lord is my light, 

my light and salvation: 

In God I trust, 

In God I trust. (x3) 

 

 

THE SECOND READING  
Genesis 15: 1-6 
 

The word of the Lord came to Abram in a 
vision, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your 
shield; your reward shall be very great.’  
But Abram said, ‘O Lord God, what will you 
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir 
of my house is Eliezer of Damascus. You 
have given me no offspring, and so a slave 
born in my house is to be my heir.’  
But the word of the Lord came to him, ‘This 
man shall not be your heir; no one but your 
very own issue shall be your heir.’  
The Lord God brought him outside and said, 
‘Look towards heaven and count the stars, if 
you are able to count them.’ Then he said to 
him, ‘So shall your descendants be.’  
And Abram believed the Lord; and 
the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 
 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

The FIRST Advent Candle, reminding us of   
THE PATRIARCHS AND MATRIARCHS, is 
lit  
as the Presider says this prayer: 
 

God of Abraham and Sarah,  
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and all the patriarchs and matriarchs of old: 
You are our Father too.  
Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ,  
Son of God and Son of David. 
Help us in preparing to celebrate his birth to 
make our hearts ready for your Holy Spirit to 
make a home among us.  
We ask this through Jesus Christ, the light 
who is coming into the world. 
Lord Jesus, light of the world,  
born in David’s city of Bethlehem,  
born like him to be a king:  
born in our hearts at Christmas,  
be King of our lives today.  Amen. 
 
 

THE THIRD READING  
From Isaiah Chapter 9:  
 

The people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light; those who lived in a land 
of deep darkness — on them light has 
shined. You have multiplied the nation, you 
have increased its joy; they rejoice before 
you as with joy at the harvest, as people 
exult when dividing plunder.  
For a child has been born for us, a son given 
to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and 
he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
His authority shall grow continually, and 
there shall be endless peace for the throne of 
David and his kingdom.  
He will establish and uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from this time 
onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 
 

TAIZE CHANT 
 

See I am near, says the Lord   

See I make all things new. 

O…… O….. 

(x3) 

 
 

THE FOURTH READING  
 

Text from the book of the prophet Isaiah 
 
The desert will sing and rejoice 
The wilderness will blossom with flowers 
All will see the Lord’s splendour, 
See the Lord’s greatness and power. 
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Tell everyone who is anxious 
‘Be strong and do not be afraid’ 
The blind will be able to see 
The deaf will be able to hear; 
The lame will leap and dance, 
Those who can’t speak will shout. 
They will hammer their swords into ploughs; 
And turn spears into pruning-knives. 
The nations will live in peace; 
No more will they train for war. 
This is the promise of God. 
God’s promise will be fulfilled. 
 
 

You who bring good news to Zion, go up on 
a high mountain. You who bring good news 
to Jerusalem,lift up your voice with a shout, 
lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of 
Judah, “Here is your God!”  
 

 

See, the Sovereign LORD comes with 
power, and he rules with a mighty arm.  
See, his reward is with him, and his 
recompense accompanies him.  

 
He tends his flock like a shepherd: He 
gathers the lambs in his arms and carries 
them close to his heart; he gently leads those 
that have young. 
 
See I am near, says the Lord   

See I make all things new. 

O…… O….. 

(x3) 

 

 

GOSPEL READING     Mark 13:32-end 
 

The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to Mark. 
All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
‘About that day or hour no one knows, 
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father.  
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know 
when the time will come. It is like a man 
going on a journey, when he leaves home 
and puts his slaves in charge, each with his 
work, and commands the doorkeeper to be 
on the watch.  
Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know 
when the master of the house will come, in 



6 

 

the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, 
or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep 
when he comes suddenly. And what I say to 
you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION 
 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

Born to set thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; 

Let us find our rest in thee. 
 

Israel’s strength and consolation, 

Hope of all the earth thou art; 

Dear desire of every nation, 

Joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver; 

Born a child and yet a king; 

Born to reign in us forever; 

Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 

By thine own eternal Spirit 

Rule in all our hearts alone 

By thine all-sufficient merit 

Raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

 

 
 
   
 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

The Presider says:   
Let us affirm our faith in the Living God 
 

We believe in God the Father  
from whom every family,  
in heaven and on earth, is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son  
who lives in our hearts through faith,  
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and fills us with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit  
who strengthens us with power from on 
high. 
We believe in one God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:  
we pray for the world God loves 
 
This response is used after each prayer: 
Lord, in your mercy. 
All:  Hear our prayer. 
 
 

After the prayers for the Departed, this 
response may be used 
 

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord. 
And let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
 

And at the end 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of 
your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

¶ The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

 

The Peace 
The Presider says: 
St Luke tells us: 
In the tender mercy of our God,  
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  
to give light to those who dwell in darkness  
and in the shadow of death  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All:  and also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

 
 

THE PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR 
 

The Presider gives thanks for the gifts: 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread to 
set before you, which earth has given and 
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human hands have made. It will become for 
us the bread of life. 
All:  Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this wine to 
set before you, fruit of the vine and work of 
human hands. It will become for us the cup 
of salvation. 
All:  Blessed be God for ever. 
 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you 
All:  and also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
All:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and good  
to give you thanks and praise,  
almighty God and everlasting Father,  
through Jesus Christ your Son.  
For when he humbled himself  
to come among us in human flesh,  
he fulfilled the plan you formed  
before the foundation of the world  
to open for us the way of salvation.  
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,  
we now watch for the day  
when Christ our Lord will come again in 
glory. And so we join our voices with angels 
and archangels  
and with all the company of heaven  
to proclaim your glory,  
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

All say:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Presider recalls the Last Supper 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may become for us the body and blood of 
your dear Son. 
 



9 

 

On the night before he died he had supper 
with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for 
you; do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of 
wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and 
said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup 
of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
 

The Deacon says: 
Jesus Christ is the bread of life. 
All say:   
When we eat this bread and drink this 
cup, we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 
until you come in glory. 
 

Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the 
earth. 
 

Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with the blessed virgin Mary,  
St Elisabeth, St Agnes and all your saints, 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in 
Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving 
Father, for ever and ever. 
All: Amen. 
 
 
The Deacon leads us in prayer: 
Let us pray for the coming of the kingdom  
in the words our Saviour gave us: 
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
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hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

Breaking of the Bread 
We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 
All:  Though we are many, we are one 
body, because we all share in one bread. 
 
 

All say: 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world, grant us peace. 
 
 

Giving of Holy Communion 
The Presider says 
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world.  Blessed are those who are 
called to his supper. 
All: Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word and I shall be 
healed. 
 
 
The Presider receives communion 
 
 

Please join in the Communion Hymn. 
 
 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you.  

Make us your own, your holy people,  

light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light!  

Shine in our hearts.  

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

 



11 

 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us. 

Make us your living voice.  

Christ, be our light!  

Shine in our hearts.  

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless.  

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others,  

walls made of living stone. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts.  

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 
 

 

Then, with the Presider, all say 

The Post Communion Prayer: 
 

O Lord our God, 
make us watchful and keep us faithful 
as we await the coming of your Son our 
Lord; that, when he shall appear, 
he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service  
and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 

The Announcements 
 
 

¶ The Dismissal 
 

The Deacon says: 
With Love and compassion, 
come Lord Jesus. 
With judgement and mercy, 
come Lord Jesus. 
In power and glory, 
come Lord Jesus. 
In wisdom and truth, 
come Lord Jesus. 

 
The Blessing 
The Presider says; 
 

May God the Father, judge all-merciful, 
make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. 
All: Amen. 
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May God the Son, coming among us in his 
power, 
reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. 
All: Amen. 
May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in 
faith, joyful in hope and constant in love. 
All: Amen. 
And the blessing of God almighty,  
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Deacon says: 
Go in the peace of Christ. 
All: Thanks be to God 
 

THE FINAL HYMN 
 

 
 

 

Christ is surely coming bringing his reward, 

Alpha and Omega, First and Last and Lord: 

Root and stem of David,  

brilliant Morning Star: 

meet your Judge and Saviour,  

nations near and far; 

meet your Judge and Saviour,  

nations near and far! 
 

See the holy city! There they enter in, 

All by Christ made holy, washed from every 

sin: 

thirsty ones, desiring all he loves to give, 

come for living water, freely drink, and live; 

come for living water, freely drink, and live! 
 

Grace be with God's people! Praise God’s holy 

name! 

Father, Son, and Spirit, evermore the same. 

Hear the certain promise from the eternal 

home: 

'Surely I come quickly!' Come, Lord Jesus, 

come; 

'Surely I come quickly!' Come, Lord Jesus, 

come! 
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PLEASE JOIN US ON ZOOM NOW  
FOR COFFEE 

Zoom Coffee details 
St Elisabeth’s is inviting you to a scheduled 

Zoom coffee meeting. 
 

Topic: Sunday Coffee Time 
Time: Nov 29, 2020 11:30 AM London 

Meeting ID: 885 1903 8771 
Passcode: COFFEE 

 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER THIS WEEK 
THE SICK, THE DEPARTED, AND THOSE 
WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS. 
Phil Settle, Andy Condliffe-Jones,  
Rebecca Hughes, Marcello Crolla 
Elsie Dewhirst, Frank Stanton. 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SOULS OF ALL 
THE RECENTLY DEPARTED. 
Michael Collins, Dan Marriot, 
Gaynor Emerson 
 
AND REMEMBER THOSE WHOSE 
ANNIVERSARY FALLS THIS WEEK. 
Sidney Greenhalgh, Ken Rimmer, Alice 
Swale, Gordon Brooke, Stanley Cooper, 
Marjorie Bushell, Arthur Haynes, Joe Kay, 
Gladys English, Mary Gee, Jack Darwen, 
John Roberts, Hilda Marsh, Jackie Coombes, 
William Jones, Gladys Webster 
 
 

YOU CAN JOIN US FOR  

MORNING PRAYER AT 8.45AM  

AND EVENING PRAYER AT 6PM  

MON-FRI ON FACEBOOK LIVE. 

 

 

With thanks to Terry  

ST ELISABETH’S LOTTERY WINNERS  

Week 20    18 November 

£50   137   C McGuiness 
£20   335   S Yeowell    
£15   177   C Dean    
£10   273   J Dean    
Terry says: 
“Please help me keep up to date with this 
important fundraiser Thank you     
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To arrange payment please contact me on 
07821017302 or 0161 292 6437 
Or at 2 Haddon Grove SK5 7AN  
Thankyou for your continued support.  Terry 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Alison and Angie are planning our Advent 
and Christmas services, which many of you 
will be invited to take part in, in various ways! 
 

The week ahead 
 

29th Nov.  Advent Sunday 10.30am service 
on Facebook 
30th Nov.  ITV filming in Church – no 
congregation permitted 
2nd Dec.  PCC Meeting 7pm on Zoom 
6th Dec.  Advent 2 - 10.30am Eucharist in 
Church! Please contact us if you would like 
to be there. 
6th Dec.  Messy Church 3.30pm in Church. 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH-RELATED ENQUIRIES 
If you would like to speak to Alison or Angie 
in confidence, for any reason, please get in 

touch; we would be very happy to listen. 
 

Rev Angie on 07850 155329 or 
Rev Alison on 07540 792409 

www.saintelisabeths.com 
 
 
 

All materials and music are copied and 
printed under CCLI License; No.132915  

 
 

 

http://www.saintelisabeths.com/

